
















 

 Beautiful places are often hidden away in the 
most easily accessible of places. To those of us 
with less money than enthusiasm, Himachal is 
like a gift from God. To escape the stresses of a 
mundane life, Parvati Valley in Himachal is 
one of the most beautiful destinations in the 
world. Starting at the confluence of River 
Parvati and River Beas, the valley is famous for 
its pretty as a picture coniferous forests and 
crystal clear mountain streams. Nestled in 
these sylvan hills is the charming village of 
Kasol. Resplendent in natural  
beauty, Kasol is fast emerging  
as a hub for backpackers,  
trekkers and nature lovers. 
Nothing like a nice stroll down  
a cackling, churning and  
frothing Parvati river on one  
side and looming pine trees  
on the other. Clean white  
sand and smooth boulders  
separate the lush green grass  
from the tumbling blue-green  
water of the river. Every bend  
in the river opens up to an  
exciting vista of pine trees,  
cliffs and waterfalls. All this  
is framed with snow-capped  
peaks piercing the happy blue  
sky at the horizon. 
Manikaran is just about  
6 km from Kasol so you can  
take a hike or hitch a ride,  
whatever suits you. Manikaran Sahib is a huge 
Gurudwara tucked between imposing hills and 
a fierce Beas. The high point of the Manikaran 
Sahib is the hot spring located within the 
premise of the Gurudwara. The devout take a 
dip here to wash their sins and illnesses away 
as the spring water is believed to have healing 
properties. The ‘Langar’ is delicious and 
wholesome. It is a fact that the rice is cooked in 
the hot water from the spring. You have to take 
off your footwear and cover your head in 
respect before entering the holy Gurudwara. 
  

Malana is famous for its distinct culture and 
the temple of Jamlu Devta. The people of this 
quiet hamlet live in self-imposed isolation. 
They believe themselves to be the descendants 
of Aryans and that the purity of their race 
would be compromised by interaction with 
outsiders. A visitor in Malana cannot touch 
their wall, to the extent that they wash their 
walls with the blood of a buffalo if an outsider 
happens to touch it. Shocking, right? Not to 
them! They have their own government and do  
                                not consider themselves  
                                within the jurisdiction of the  
                                Indian government. 
                                Malana is a village of  
                                splendid beauty. It is often  
                                referred to as 'Little Greece',  
                                as the locals believe to have  
                                descended from the lineage of  
                                Alexander the Great. 
                                Tosh is more European than  
                                Israeli and with a  
                                constant whiff of cannabis in  
                                its air. Trekking uphill  
                                through the forest is a shorter  
                                route to reach Tosh. You will  
                                find plenty of cafes with great  
                                Israeli and European food  
                                and ideal ambience to relax.  
                                You would be hard-pressed to  
                                find a typical Indian  
                                restaurant though. The  
                                village is located on a hillside 
overlooking the river and a waterfall. It is ideal 
to undertake long walks to discover the pretty 
delights of its mountain scenery. 
Trek to Kheer Ganga is a nine km,four-hour 
steep climb on narrow and tricky trails. As far 
as treks go, this is probably one of the easiest to 
do from Kasol. Those not in the prime of their 
health still might find the hike to Kheer Ganga 
rather more than challenging. 
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